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1. Introduction 

Toni Morrison was the first Afro-American woman to win the Nobel Prize in Literature. She 

grew up under the influence of both white culture and African culture. Morrison had read a lot of 

European classics and studied European classical literature and Latin. Therefore, it is not enough 

to explore Morrison's works from the perspective of traditional African culture. My current study 

focuses on Toni Morrison's debut work The Bluest Eye and her latest work God Help the Child 

and analyzes them from the perspective of multiculturalism. 

2. The Bluest Eye 

 The Bluest Eye is Toni Morrison’s debut novel, which tells a story about an eleven-year-old 

black girl who longs for blue eyes because she wants people to love her. Morrison creatively made 

Pecola, a little black girl, the heroine of the novel, to raise concern for the most vulnerable 

members of society. Despite Pecola’s efforts to reach the white beauty standard to get attention 

from other people, she ends up being raped by her father and loses her mind. 

3. God Help the Child 

God Help the Child is Toni Morrison’s latest novel which has received mixed reviews since 

its publication. The protagonist, Bride (Original name is Lulaa Ann), is considered as an avatar of 

Pecola because they are all rejected by their parents because of their dark skin. While Pecola died 

young, Bride has the chance to grow up. The adult Bride has a successful career and becomes a 

beauty due to the fashion of black beauty. Her life seems perfect before her lover, Booker, leaves 

her due to a misunderstanding. On her way to find Booker, she finds back her identity and lets go 

of her painful childhood. Unlike Pecola, Morrison gave Bride a happy ending, and her child about 

to be born also contains Morrison's blessing for black people and her expectation of a better 

American society. 



4. Multiculturalism in Toni Morrison's works 

The United States has long been the residence territory for all the ethics and nations. 

However, it is not easy for people from different cultural backgrounds to respect each other and to 

happily live together. Pecola cannot attain the white beauty standard in her time, so she ended in 

tragedy. Bride seems to live a perfect life in the modern world due to the change in fashion trends. 

However, Morrison points out that her success is a pitfall of American consumerism. While she is 

proud of her black skin, she ignores that her blackness is only a commodity in modern society. 

Gold Help the Child shows the necessity of people returning to traditional culture and simple 

natural life in a materialistic modern society. It also highlights Morrison’s ideas on how different 

cultures should coexist and develop in the modern multicultural world. 

5. Future study 

My current study is limited to Morrison's two works, but that alone does not give a full 

picture of Toni Morrison's literary creation. So, my future studies will touch upon her other works 

and compare them with other ethics writers’ work to exam the feasibility of Multiculturalism and 

broaden the space of study on American ethnic literature in the context of globalization today. 
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