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Notes on the Instructions for Osaka Castle in the Age of
Toyotomi Hideyoshi (Nakai Family Archive)

Hiroshi NIKI, Seima YAJI

“Instructions for Osaka Castle in the Toyotomi Age” is the only accurate illustrated historical source
depicting the central keep of Osaka Castle during Hideyoshi’s time. Along with reconstructing the draw-
ings in those instructions, this article faithfully reproduces the written notations as well. Moreover, in
comparing the two types of instructions used in construction and explicating the castle structure as
defined in the instructions, this article gives some insight into the characteristics of Osaka Castle in

Hideyoshi’s time.

Keywords : Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Osaka Castle, castle structure, instructions, Nakai family



