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Where do These Flowers Come from?
Flora in the Models of Odilon Redon
for the Tapestry of Gobelins

Noriko YAMAJO

Tapestry designs created by Odilon Redon (1840-1916) for the Gobelins Manufactory (Manufacture
nationale des Gobelins) have been regarded as a symbol of the social recognition he gained in his later
years. In this article, we examine some of the artistic features of his work that are rarely discussed.

Redon’s “flower,” which has been conceived as an unreality that suddenly appears in reality, is not
something that was freely drawn from his imagination. It has three dualities: tradition and innovation,
nature and imagination, science and religion. While considering the tradition of Gobelins, Redon tried to
create a high level of abstraction by fusing Rococo painting and Japonism, using “flower,” which is a
traditional decorative motif, and devising an imaginative use of the art materials. However, Redon’s
eclectic expression, especially the complex color harmony arising from the use of multiple colors, was
not well received.

Redon created a complex appearance by combining modest avant-garde features with his own creative
ingenuity and ideas inspired by various fields. The flower that fuses nature and imagination demonstrates
the mysterious view of religion, the fusion of east and west, and the pantheism (worship of nature) that
he held in the midst of the rise of social interest in science at the end of the 19* century.

The dynamic flowers in his artificial flora sway in the Gobelins garden, filling it with gentle order.
Flowers with a double appearance, animal- or insect-like flowers, and flowers that look like eyes stimu-

late the viewer’s vision and perception, bringing vitality and dynamic impressions.
Keywords : Odilon Redon, France, Gobelins, decoration, flower
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