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On the Third Generation and Later of the Generals
of the Yang 1 Family:
Focusing on Yang Wenguang 153X &

Kinya TABUCHI

In this paper, I considered the third generation and later of the Generals of the Yang # where histori-
cal facts greatly differ from stories, focusing on Yang Wenguang #3( & who is the grandchild of Yang
Ye #32 in history.

First I confirmed the historical facts related to Yang Wenguang. Although the descriptions of the
biography of “Song shi” R are quite simple, I was able to follow the footsteps of Yang Wenguang in
more detail by also using contemporaneous historical materials. Next, I examined the situation of the
third generation and later of the Generals of the Yang Family in the story. Including the birth status,
the number of generations of Yang Wenguang depends on the text of the novel. Correspondingly, in the
story, a fictional character named Yang Zongbao #;5%f# appears as the father or brother of Yang
Wenguang. This was a setting depicting a scene in which father and son enter the battlefield together,
one of the characteristics of the stories of the Generals of the Yang Family, keeping the fact that the
real Yang Wenguang was born in the later years of Yang Yanzhao #4%EH in mind and filling in the
blank period.

In the story, Yang Wenguang has four sons, and the fourth son; named Yang Huaiyu #;1# 7%, is the
most prominent. He played an active part on the battlefield, and finally came to declare a break-off from
the imperial court where the wicked retainer’s power would never end. In his speech, the warrior's self-
assertion, which was shared with “Shuihuzhuan” /K8, was clearly presented.

Lastly, I took up the clan of Yang Zhongxun #;# ¥, the younger brother of Yang Ye. Particularly,
Yang Tian %M was born in a military retainer’s family and worked as a civilian court official because
he was not able to make a large contribution on the battlefield, as opposed to Yang Wenguang who lived

in almost the same age.

Keywords : stories of the Generals of the Yang #; Family, Yang Wenguang ¥ X &, Yang Zongbao #5577
&, Yang Huaiyu ##%, Yang Tian #l
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