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Population Influxes and the Disclosure of
Academic Performance in Osaka City:
An Examination of the School Choice System
for Elementary and Junior High Schools

Kota NAKANISHI

This paper examines the relationship between personal preferences and academic performance indicated
by residents’ choices of school and residence, focusing on Osaka City. In Osaka, each school’s results in
the “National Survey of Academic Ability and Learning” has been published since 2013, and the school
choice system was introduced for elementary and junior high schools from 2014. The school choice system
has its theoretical basis in “public choice theory”; namely, that allowing residents to make their own
choices will optimize the supply of public services. Therefore, as part of the process of promoting discus-
sion in relation to the school choice system, it is important to clarify what kinds of choices residents
actually make and to examine whether the system is functioning in the way it was initially intended.

In order to investigate how the school choice system is currently used, we analyzed the reasons why
users of the system make their choice of a particular school, using the results of a questionnaire imple-
mented by the Osaka City local authority. We also conducted an analysis of the relation between acade-
mic performance and the rate of increase in the population of preschool-aged children. Then we carried
out the interviews with residents, schools and real estate agents of Abeno Ward and Sumiyoshi Ward on
whether the processes of school choice implied by our results occur in practice.

As a result of the analysis, we observed that few people were using the school choice system from a
city-wide perspective, and users of the system did not place much emphasis on academic performance
when choosing a school. However, in both elementary and junior high schools, the rate of increase in the
population of preschool-aged children was strongly positively correlated with the academic performance
of schools. Furthermore, based on the interview results, there was a tendency for migrants to select resi-
dential areas with emphasis on the academic performance of schools. From this, we conclude that the
school choice system in Osaka city does not induce the behaviors of school choice intended at the intro-
duction of the system; rather, the published academic performance of schools is a factor causing a popu-
lation influx into specific areas. Moreover, we identify the possibility that regional differences in acade-
mic performance and residential differentiation may become exacerbated as a result of population in-

fluxes.

Keywords : School choice, academic performance test, public choice theory, population influx, Osaka
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