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Opening Up of the Asia-Pacific War and
Advertisement Industry:
Case Study of the Nihon Senden Bunka Kyokai

Shinpei NAKAJIMA

In this paper I will clarify the process of incorporating commercial advertisements into propaganda at
the beginning of the Asia-Pacific war by taking the activities of the Nihon Senden Bunka Kyokai (NSBK:
Japan Propaganda Culture Association), established to unify the advertising industry and cooperate in
propaganda in total warfare as a case.

It was the role of the NSBK to cooperate with the nation through promotion, using various prints and
molded objects. Through their analysis, the state of cooperation with the propaganda of the advertising
industry at the beginning of the war was examined.

The war with the United States and the United Kingdom inevitably accelerated the government’s
control of the advertising industry through the NSBK. At the beginning of the war, the NSBK started
cooperating in publicizing the propaganda of the nation. In other words, the government tried to effec-
tively inform the people of the intention of the state by allowing the various advertising spaces possessed
by companies belonging to the NSBK to be unitarily used. Meanwhile, the advertising industry was able
to cooperate with the nation through the NSBK.

However, the activities of the Association at the beginning of the war were restricted to a very narrow
range of “public announcement of propaganda”. One of the reasons was the distrust of the advertising
industry in Japanese society, including government authorities. In response to such distrust, the advertis-
ing industry had to seek out ways to cooperate with propaganda. One of the concrete appearances was
the “encouragement and recognition of private cooperative propaganda” sponsored by the association.
This event was aimed at instructing how to cooperate with the advertisement industry’s advertisements
in a certain direction through review and recognition of the cooperation of propaganda jointly by the
NSBK and the Taiseiyokusankai. Through such guidance, the NSBK was gradually strengthened as a
control organization, and the use of commercial advertisements, which had been in progress since the

Sino-Japanese War for propaganda, came to a new stage.

Keywords : Advertisement, propaganda, Nihon Senden Bunka Kyokai (NSBK), “encouragement and

recognition of private cooperative propaganda”
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