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The Goyo yado and the City of Early Modern Osaka:
With a Central Focus on Oban-gashira and Obanshu

Wethua WU

This article examines the use of goyo yado (official lodgings) to house the incoming banshii (the
garrison of Osaka Castle), which was switched annually in the eighth month.

Every eight months in early modern Osaka, the divisions of the banshit garrison charged with the
protection of Osaka Castle (6ban and kaban) would arrive in sequence from Edo. In order to ensure a
smooth changing of the guard, the incoming garrison, which had no purpose-built quarters of its own
in the city, had to stay in the homes of chénin (townspeople) for several days until they could move into
the castle. The duty of putting up the garrison was borne by chd neighborhood units in the Senba and
Uemachi areas of Osaka’s north and south wards. A shogunal official called yadowari yakunin would
arrive in Osaka before the changing of the guard in the eighth month to do the work of assigning civilian
quarters to garrison units (yadowart), and deciding which neighbourhood would host which units. The
leaders of the oban (6ban-gashira) and kaban would stay in the homes or other properties of powerful
merchant families with whom they had an existing relationship. The cho in which the leaders’ lodgings
were located were designated “headquarters” neighborhoods (honjinché), and their personal retainers and
servants would be quartered there or in surrounding neighborhoods. From the mid-Tokugawa period on,
the remaining 6ban officers (6banshii), each with their own retinues, were divided into east and west
groups. Their lodgings were provided by a group of thirty-six neighborhoods in Senba and forty-seven in
Uemachi (collectively known as the kumiaichd). That is, the responsibility for quartering these samurai
was borne by neighborhoods within a fixed area.

We can surmise that the way lodgings were distributed had to do with the composition and various
roles within the garrison, as well as differences in connections with the Osaka townsmen. The 6ban and
kaban leaders were daimyo or high-ranking bannermen (hatamoto), and, given their position, could easily
form working relationships with powerful Osaka merchants. It is likely, therefore, that they leveraged
such connections to secure lodgings for themselves and their men. In contrast, those who served as
obanshiit were lower-ranking bannermen who could not easily make such relationships. Furthermore, the
obanshii arrived and moved together as a group, which had to be taken into consideration when organizing
their lodgings. For this reason, it became necessary to secure quarters for these men through official

shogunal orders.

Keywords : Early modern Osaka, Goyé yado, Oban-gashira, Obanshu, powerful merchant
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