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How “Korea” Became “Our Affairs”: The Emergence
of Japanese Participation in Korean Affairs
in Uji City during the late-1970s

Eunhwee JEON

In this paper, I will discuss Japanese participation in the human rights movement for ethnic Koreans
living in Japan. These individuals—Koreans living in Japan—are called Zainichi. The Japanese individuals
who participated in this movement were often citizens involved in Korean affairs, which encompasses a
group emphasis on Zainichi rights and the development of democracy in Korea. This new social movement
began at the end of the 1960s. In particular, I focus on a more popular group of Japanese citizens who
typically reproduced the discourse of the Korean movement; instead of on a few elite intellectuals who
merely produced related information.

The case study focuses on the early part of Japanese participation in Korean affairs in Uji City in the
late-1970s. First, biographies of some of the key Japanese participants were conducted in reference to the
time-spatial contexts of the region. The results show that a new type of resident brought into the suburb
during urbanization was influenced by Korean affairs. This helped create new social movements at the
end of the 1960s.

Second, the case study also analyzed how these new residents influenced other citizens to become
involved in Korean affairs. By positioning the affairs in a labor community, which protested against the
government’s policies, these individuals organized a local network for the movement. The logic of solidarity
was furthered by reproducing major contemporary discourses by intellectuals.

In conclusion, these results suggest the following: (1) Japanese citizens participating in Korean affairs
acted as civic agents with diverse motivations and backgrounds; (2) in this case, the community’s soli-
darity was reinforced through reproduction and reuse of the urban movement’s discourse; and (3) by
reproducing and reusing the urban movement’s discourse, these individuals helped re-categorize “Korea,”

going beyond a geographic representation and encompassing a specific socio-economic status.

Keywords : Japanese participants, Korean affairs, suburban social movements, Uji City, Utoro District
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