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Construction of Writing in Group Work:
Interaction Analysis in a French Beginner Class

Daiki OYAMA

The main purpose of this paper is to explore what the act of writing is in group work, based on detailed
observation of students’ interactions. In recent years, a shift toward a learner-centered paradigm has
led to a great deal of debate about Active Learning in the classroom. Group work has become a more
popular choice as a way to make students learn autonomously and collaboratively. According to some of
the latest research based on detailed observation of students’ interactions in group work, students inter-
act both verbally and nonverbally. However, the act of writing in group work has not yet been analyzed.
Judging from our experience, it is certain that students speak as they write and write as they speak in
group work. Then, how do they write while performing the task? And, how does the act of writing in
group work function in terms of collaborative learning?

The subject of analysis was a group in a French beginner class at a Japanese university. The group
consisted of three students who were studying French as a foreign language. The research was based on
detailed observation of the interactions among the students. The interactions were video-recorded and
analyzed through the Interaction Analysis method. In this group, we observed situations in which all the
members of the group wrote an answer in their handouts both at the same time and at their own pace.
These cases were examined with transcripts consisting of their utterances, eye motions, and behaviors.

The analysis revealed that the students accurately adjusted their writing timing and the movements
of their hands based on the flow of conversation, and that they learned collaboratively through this
adjustment. The result indicates that the act of writing in group work is a collaborative action and one

by which students learn collaboratively.

Keywords : group work, Active Learning, writing, Interaction Analysis, foreign language learning
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