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(A cCensier, au secrétariat de Ulnstitut des Etudiants

Efrangers.)

Yoko : Bonjour, Madame, étudier dans votre école.
Ruest-ce que] je dois faire ?

La secréfaire : vous remplissez cette fiche. Ici, vous écrivez
votre nom, votre prénom, 12 vous mettez votre
nationalité et votre date de naissance, et surtout vous
n'oubliez pas votre adresse.

Yoko : D'accord|
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ehrnic by s [HEE] THE] TY 2257+ —] %250
ez, VI RI )TV a vOBITIR, i LTS
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RN DIEEEDS, D3 1 T < FEES
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TSI E S DO F N, L T
FAXHIZ R E W T & 2R T,
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The Question of a Peripheral Recipient as a Trigger of
Reflection in Group Work: A Study of
Interaction Analysis in a French Beginner Class

Daiki OYAMA

The main purpose of this paper is to find a clue for how to improve the group work in foreign language

classroom, based on a detailed observation of a “parallel action” of a “peripheral recipient”. The former

is an action unrelated to the genesis of interaction at that moment. The latter is a recipient which the

speaker doesn’t address.

In recent years, there has been a lot of argument about Active Learning in the classroom. Group work

has become a more popular choice as a way to make students learn autonomously and collaboratively.

Most studies have focused on the students who have a conversation, that is, a “speaker” and an “addressed

recipient”. On the other hand, it is not clear how a peripheral recipient behaves in group work and makes

a contribution to the group. Therefore, understanding the parallel action of a peripheral recipient reveals
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a part of the process of learning in group work, and gives a clue for how to improve group work.

The subject of analysis is one of the groups in a French beginner class at a Japanese university. The
group consists of 4 students who are learning French as a foreign language. The interaction between them
was recorded on video and analyzed through interaction analysis. In this group, it was observed that a
peripheral recipient asked a question to other group members and their reflection was triggered by the
question. This case is examined with transcriptions consisting of their utterances, eye motions and beha-
vior. As a result of the analysis, it was revealed that the peripheral recipient pondered what other group
members discussed, and this consideration produced a question which led to reflection in the group.

In conclusion, we need to design group work in which a peripheral recipient shares his/her thoughts
unintentionally with group members. This is because while listening and thinking over what other group

members are discussing, a peripheral recipient still doesn't intend to share his/her ideas.

Keywords : group work, active learning, peripheral recipient, parallel action, reflection





