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The Sunbeam behind the Bow and Arrow: The Reality of the
Tale of Sada-no-Ohokami in the Izumo-no-Kuni-Fudoki

Takashi OKADA

The Izumo-no-Kuni-Fudoki recorded the tale of Sada-no-Ohokami about the origin of the cave which

located at Kaka-no-Kamusaki. This tale is as follows. At the time this god was being born, the sea current

brought a golden bow and arrow to his mother Kisakahi-Hime-no-Mikoto the god of the ark shell). Then

she shot an arrow into this cave. I consider that this tale was a fragment of the long folklore. And I'd

like to examine about the original form of this tale.

Focusing on the idea of the birth of a god and an arrow, this tale recalls Ninuri-Ya Red Arrow) model

tales. In these tales, a god transforms into the red arrow and weds weds woman. The tale of Sada-no-

Ohokami is similar to these tales. But the color of the arrow is not red but gold in the tale of Sada-no-

Ohokami. From this point, previous studies proposed that the golden bow and arrow is the symbol of the

sun beam which goes through the cave from east to the west. In points of the sunbeam and the birth of

a child, this idea is similar to the Sun beam conception. Above all, thinking about the tale of Sada-no-
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Ohokami, I want to focus on the tale of the Jumong who was the founder of Goguryeo. In the tale of
Jumong, the sungod transforms into the sun beam. It shone on woman’s stomach, and she became
pegnant. In this tale, the sunbeam is related to the birth of the sun child. Furthermore, in ancient Korean
folklore the color of the gold is also the symbol of the sungod’s descendants. I argue that the tale of Sada-
no-Ohokami is the tale about the birth of the sungod which was created by the union of the structure of
the cave, Ninuri-Ya Red Arrow) model tales and ancient Korean folklore.

The child between the sungod and the sea god Sada-no-Ohokami has the important godfood. His name
“sada” means “narrow rice fields” for the god. So he is also the god of the grain. The editor of The Izumo-
no-Kuni-Fudoki paid attention to Amaterasu-Ohomikami the sungod of the imperial court and he recorded
the tale of Sada-no-Ohokami as a fragment. I conclude that it is a maximum resistance to the imperial

court.

Keywords : Japanese myth, Fudoki, Sada-no-Ohokami, The children of the sun, A bow and arrow
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