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Aspiring to Become a Full-Time Teacher:
Temporary Teachers in Okinawa

Kentaro UEHARA

This paper discusses temporary teachers who aspire to work full-time from the perspective of the
sociology of education, namely, “the transition from school to employment.” Irrespective of the fact that
the increase in temporary teachers is becoming a social problem, previous studies have failed to address
these people directly. The few studies that do exist have made clear that temporary teachers are struc-
turally produced, become full-time instructors around the age of 30, and until then are content working
on a temporary basis. Taking into account these findings, this paper considers the following three ques-
tions: (1) What is the situation for the young people who work as temporary teachers for some time
after graduating from university? (2) What do they think of their circumstances? and (3) What condi-
tions contribute to their satisfaction? This study specifically focused on the young adults of the Okinawa
region.

The analysis demonstrated that temporary teachers find themselves in a very demanding situation
that is fluid, asymmetrical, and pressured. In addition, the study revealed that the conditions of job satis-
faction and fulfillment, high pay, and full-time jobseekers’ networks alleviate the demanding circumstan-
ces imposed on temporary teachers. Nevertheless, these conditions came to the foreground as aspects of
the teaching world. Furthermore, the study showed that temporary instructors’ aspiration to “become
full-time teachers” gradually fades as time passes. In other words, a reality has emerged that does not
match the claims of previous research —that temporary teachers become full-time around the age of 30

and until then are satisfied with temporary jobs.

Keywords : temporary teachers, full-time teacher, transition from school to employment, Okinawa, life
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