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Anna Komnene’s Alexias: The Case of Female Literary
Activities in Constantinople of the Twelfth Century

Ayana SAEKI-KATAKURA

This paper argues that historical significance of her own literary circle influenced the composition of
Alexias by Anna Komnene (1083-1153/54), a historian and a daughter of Alexios I Komnenos (reign:
1081-1118). The previous studies paid little attention to Anna Komnene’s career from 1119 to 1153/54. She
was an author and a patroness unlike other imperial women under the context of female cultural activi-
ties in the Komenian era (1081-1185).

Imperial women of Komnenian Dynasty committed political activities and cultural activities. They
concentrated on their political activities from before and after the accession of Alexios I to the early reign
of Toannes II Komnenos (reign: 1118-1143). After Anna Komnene failed fight for the imperial succession
against her younger brother Ioannes II in 1118 and 1119, she presided at her literary circle in her resi-
dence of Kecharitomene Nunnery and patronized intellectuals on the cultural stage. However Anna
Komnene was not only a patroness but also an ex-politician and an author. She wished to write Alexias
for two reasons: (1) she criticized her brother Ioannes II, (2) her pride as “Porphyrogennetos (born to
the purple)” and the first born child of emperor pushed her into the composition of Alexias.

This paper will focus on Anna Komnene’s literary circle in retired convent, Kecharitomene Nunnery.
Investigating Eulogy for Anna Komnene by Georgios Tornikes, R. Browning (1962) and J. Darrouzes
(1972) paid attention her circle as Aristotelian philosophy of circle. And A. Kazhdan (1985) emphasized
it as the political/literary center against Ioannes II's son Manuel I Komnenos (reign: 1143-1180).

This paper demonstrates that Anna Komnene’s circle influenced the circle influenced her composition
of Alexias. Her retired life (1119-1153/54) covered with the reign of Ioannes II, where she could get infor-

mation about his policy through hearing from intellectuals who participated in her circle.

Keywords : Constantinople, Anna Komnene, Alexias, literary circle, nunnery
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