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Conducteur

Hugo
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Construction of a Teacher’s Intervention in Group Work:
A Study of Interaction Analysis in the French Beginner Class

Daiki OYAMA

The main purpose of this paper is to explore what the teacher’s intervention in students’ group work
in classroom is. The research is based on detailed observation of interaction between the teacher and the
students. According to the tendency of the Learner-centered paradigm, group work is becoming more and
more important in classroom. In group work, the role of the teacher is considered to facilitate students’
learning process. And there is a number of studies covering the way the teacher does it based on the
assumption that the teacher can change the students’ interaction. On the other hand, it’s not clear what
sort of influence the teacher’s intervention has on students’ interaction. How does the students’ interac-
tion actually change and does the change go just as the teacher hopes? The subjects of analysis are the
teacher and one of the groups in French beginner class at a Japanese university. The group consists of 4
students who are learning French as a foreign language. The interaction between them was recorded on
video and analyzed through Interaction Analysis. Firstly, the outline of lesson is explained. The lesson
is based on the concept of Active Learning which aims to enhance the students’ autonomy. Specifically,
most of the time of this lesson is assigned for group work, and in the end of each lesson students com-
plete a learning portfolio in order to look back on their learning process. Secondly, several cases of
teacher’s intervention are examined with the transcriptions consisting of their utterances, eye motion
and behavior. As a result of analysis, it was revealed that (1) the teacher intervenes in student group
work not one-sidedly, but collaboratively with students depending on the context of group work at that
moment and (2) “the teacher” doesn’t exists a priori, but it’s constructed through the interaction. The

result indicates that the teacher’s intervention constructs a new learning situation.

Keywords : Active learning, group work, teacher’s intervention, Interaction analysis, foreign language

learning
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