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Food Tourism and the Cultural Recreation of Osaka

Jing WANG

On the back of remarkable development in the region, we have reached a period in the early 215t Cen-

tury in which many cities in Asia are competing for cultural power. In order to continue to stand out in

Asia, Osaka needs persistent cultural creativity and innovation. Tourism is one major battlefield in the

struggle for cultural power. This paper will look into food tourism, an area that has hit the spotlight in

recent years, and consider new approaches to how Osaka can employ food and cuisine in its cultural

recreation.

Previous attempts to utilize food in tourism revitalization efforts have been limited to how traditional

cuisine can become a tourist resource and be ‘recreated’ in order to answer the needs of today’s con-

sumers. This can be seen in recent strategies in Osaka, such as wine tourism, experiencing kappo cuisine

and Yodogawa river eel. But these approaches have not necessarily been internationally successful, neces-
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sitating a fresh approach to food tourism in Osaka. In this paper I consider two possibilities for Osaka’s
new food tourism. The first is integration with the recently developed ‘Aqua Metropolis Osaka’ project.
The second, which can also support the first, is establishing Osaka as a location where visitors can
experience the ultimate in contemporary fusion cuisine, by drawing on the constant fusing, mixing, and
recreation of cuisines that is constantly occurring around the world. This would also be a space removed
from everyday life and surrounded by the latest in world fashion. Through this, Osaka would truly

become recognized internationally as the Kuidoraku no Miyako, the capital of gourmet cities.

Keywords : Cultural power, Osaka, Food tourism, Tourist resource, Cultural recreation





