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University of Excellence, Humanities, and City:
Contextualizing the Recent Trajectory of the Faculty of
Literature and Human Sciences at Osaka City University

Takeshi EBINE

Similar to most Japanese universities, Osaka City University and its faculty members have been
struggling to cope with continuously increasing demands from various stakeholders (politics, industry,
parents, and students) to manage research and education activities more effectively and efficiently. In
2002, as a part of this effort, the Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences (FLHS) applied successfully
for the 21t Century Center of Excellence (COE) Program funded by the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology. In the course of this program, the FLHS concentrated a part of its
resources on the field of Urban Culture Studies, focusing on East Asia and Osaka. It is this COE Program
and its legacy that have shaped the current profile of the FLHS. This study examines the trajectory of
the FLHS over the last ten years in the context of the global transformation of higher education and
provides certain insights on the challenges they face. First, it recapitulates the discussion on the idea of
excellence proposed by Bill Readings as a key concept for analyzing the ongoing transformation of uni-
versities in many developed countries facing the challenges of globalization. Second, it compares the
introduction and implementation process of the idea of excellence in higher education policy in Japan and
Germany. This observation reveals the stunningly similar developments between the two countries and
highlights the global context of university reforms in Japan. Third, it refers to the discussion on the
crisis of the Humanities in Germany. In particular, it examines the concept of “risky thought” proposed
by Hans Ulrich Gumbrecht to characterize the potential of the Humanities. Finally, summarizing key
findings in the previous discussion, this study analyzes the current situation of the FLHS and its future
prospects as a research and education institution. This study concludes that it is necessary for the FLHS
to rethink its strategy to enhance its presence as a research institution and to affirm the social role of

the Humanities in training the imagination of the other in the era of globalization.
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