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Government Japanese Schools in the Bicol Region of the
Philippines Under the Influence of Imperial Japan in the
1930s-40s and their Designated Role

Shigeru HAYAZAWA

On the basis of the primary source of the Japanese Association of the Bicol region of the Philippines,

where many Japanese males migrated after the 1920s till the mid-1940s as plantation labours and married

Filipino females during their stay there, this paper aims to clarify the designated role of Government

Japanese Schools (Zaigai Shitei Gakko) formed in the region in 1941, as well as the diverse reactions of

parents of the children toward this. The main findings of the paper are following two.

First, this paper shows that the fundamental role of the Government-designated Japanese School, which

was distinguished from regular Japanese schools that were normally organized by private entities, was
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to give, under the direct supervision of the Government, a Japanization-education not only to a child with
a Japanese father and mother but also to a half Japanese and half Filipino child, the number of whom
increased in the 1930s.

Second, the paper shows that the Japanization-education at Government-designated Japanese Schools
in the Bicol region after 1941 caused a severe conflict among members of Japanese Associations, who had
different opinions over the necessity and appropriateness of the Japanization of their children. This paper
will imply, on the one hand, that leading members of the Japanese Association, who consisted of Japanese
nationals with occupational backgrounds such as government officials or merchants, preferred to give
their children a Japanization-education, and, on the other hand, that Japanese migrant laborers with

Filipino spouses strongly opposed giving such a Japanization-education to their children.

Keywords . Government Japanese School, Japanese Association in the Bicol region of the Philippines,

Japanization-education, A half Japanese and half Filipino child, Identity as a Japanese
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