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The “Countryside” and “City” in Kinokawa by
Sawako Ariyoshi: Focusing on the Position of
the Kihoku District in Kinokawa

Michiyo MARUYAMA

Sawako Ariyoshi wrote many novels, and some of them were set against the backdrop of her own
birthplace in the Kihoku District, in Japan’s northern Wakayama Prefecture. Most of these novels focus
on the relationship between the “countryside” and the “city.” Despite this, very few previous studies have
examined the significance Ariyoshi attaches to Kihoku or the relationship between the countryside and
the city. This paper seeks to analyze the significance attached to Wakayama in relation to the city-country-
side relationship by drawing on her novel Kinokawa (The River Ki). It demonstrated the following
points.

On its surface, Kinokawa can be read as a novel depicting the antagonism between a mother, daughter,
and granddaughter living in the Meiji, Taisho, and Showa periods. A conflict arises because of their
behavior as modern “new women” and pre-modern “traditional women” in the patriarchal context of the
Japanese household family system. However, this is no more than a superficial reading. Hana, the pro-
tagonist of the novel, usurps the power that men enjoyed under the patriarchal Japanese system by
cleverly taking advantage of “modern” benefits. At the same time, she guides her daughter’s and grand-
daughter’s lives through her own values, according to which women should give birth to babies and bring
them up honorably. Thus, Hana succeeds in overcoming the “modern” weakness through such actions.

The relationship between the “countryside” and “city” is closely related to the overcoming of this
“modern” deception. While Kihoku in Kinokawa is always presented as the “countryside,” it takes on a
variety of meanings in contrast to the “city.” Transcending representations of pre-modernity and the
maternal values, Kihoku is ultimately depicted as a place that assimilates and solves the problem shown

in the turning point between pre-modernity and “modernity.”

Keywords : Place in literature, Sawako Ariyoshi, Kinokawa, Kihoku District, Countryside and city
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