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Tourism and Local Festivals in Socio-cultural Contexts:

from the Case of “Rousoku-Matsuri” in Koyasan, Japan

Kazuki IKEDA

The aim of this paper is to analyze the relationships between tourism and local culture focusing on the

performers of the “Rousoku-Matsuri”, known as the Candle Festival, and residents in consideration of

the reality of society and culture in the community. In the 1970’s, how did tourism have effects on local

communities and culture? In order to answer this question, I examined how a specific local festival has

been developing and improving in the context of tourism.
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In this paper, the analysis is based on ethnographic research into the case of the “Rousoku-Matsuri”,
which was produced as an annual festival in 1974, in Wakayama Prefecture, one of the most sacred places
in Japan. Importantly, I analyzed both of the creation of the festival and the current situation of the
festival in terms of the development of tourism.

In conclusion, tourism as part of the creation of the festival was re-translated into a local significance
for performers and hosts. Compared to the period of the creation of the festival, the contents of the
current festival have been changed a little because the festival has become much more popular among
guests. However, people who left Koyasan have improved the sense of local attachment. Thus, the festival
acquiring popularity and in the context of tourism has made the hosts, including departed residents, re-

consider their own community positively.

Keywords : Koyasan, Sacred site, Tourism, Local culture, Urbanization
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