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On the Old City of the Northern Song
Capital of Kaifeng

Kazuo KUBOTA

In this paper, I studied the political constellation of the Old City Kaifeng through
analyzing the process of structuring of the spatial relation between the Emperor, the
bureaucrats and the common people, by examining their interaction at festive and
ceremonial occasions.

The physical spatial structure of the Old City is shown, and it is clarified that there
existed a contrastive structure between the eastern and western parts of the city. Then,
the relationship between the Emperor, the bureaucrats and the common people is
analyzed. Especially, during the time of the Lantern Festivals, the Emperor directed the
festivals to have an atmosphere of the top and bottom of society enjoying everthing
together, as the records describe ‘yumin tongle’ along the Imperial Avenue leading to
the palace. It is remarkable that the government kept the Imperial Avenue leading to
the palace as a public space on a daily basis.

According to the traditional Confucian concept, the Old City of Kaifeng corresponds
to the central administrative city of the Sui and Tang capitals. The Daxing Cheng of
the Sui dynasty was built to show a hierarchical order by means of the wall structure
of the city. Its city wall functioned as a dividing structure between the officials and the
commons. On the other hand, in the Old City of Kaifeng the ancestral shrine, govern-
ment offices and the houses of common people coexisted. It is considered that this was
reflecting the political culture of the moral politics of the Song Dynasty, something
different from that of Liiling ‘43 of the Sui and Tang dynasties.

It is also considered that the turning point of this change was bought about at the
mid period of the Tang dynasty when the Outer City wall and Daming ‘“KH]’ palace
were built at the north-eastern part of the city, and as a result, Duanmen ‘%P4’ — the

southfront gate of the palace, was exposed to the common people.

Keywords : the Old City, the central administrative city, the Imperial Avenue, yumin

tongle, the Lantern Festival
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