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A Cultural Policy that Gropes for a Quality of

Yogyakarta: Sendratari Festival 2008

Masami OKABE

Under the cultural policy in Indonesia, the court dance in Yogyakarta Palace has
been inherited through a Festival without altering its orientation after major political
change. In this paper, I try to reveal that system. In Indonesia, a cultural policy to
replace family awareness with regionalism for the Unity of the Nation was taken up
after independence. The Government encouraged regions to create a high quality cul-
ture with a taste of each state. In Yogyakarta, historic monuments and court dance
were elected as representative culture of the state. It is possible to determine that
President Suharto needed the Javanese idea of the power the of the court dance. The
court dancers thought that “the taste of Yogyakarta” was the sophisticated spirit of
the dancers, and they tried to inherit its aim through Sendratari Festival. On this
point, namely inheriting the original purpose of the court dance, the aim of President
Suharto and the dancers met.

At the Sendratari Festival, dancers continue to try to grope for “the taste of
Yogyakarta” by controlling the tendency of the works through an adviser team, and
creating works and the discussion of works. The Sendratari works in the Festival of
2008 were too excited, and “the taste of Yogyakarta” was poor. So a classic theme was
given in 2009, and works were close to the court dance. This case study shows that we

should hark back to the original purpose of culture to inherit it.

Keywords : a quality of Yogyakarta, Cultural Policy, creativity, court dance, Sendratari



