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Study of the Baichiken(Maejikwon) in Korea

Woo-Tae LEE
(translated by Natsuko INADA)

Baichiken(Maejikwon) is the inscription on stone or jars, functioning as the receipt
for purchasing land for graves. It’s one of the funeral customs which originated in
China’s Han-dynasty, praying to the Gods to protect the graves from evil. In terms of
its forms and functions, Baichiken should be distinguished from an Epitaph. In Korea,
three cases of Baichiken are found. The first case is the one from the tomb of King
Muryeong in the Baekje-dynasty. This followed the forms of Baichiken in China’s Six-
dynasties period, but one can find its originality in its details. The rest of the cases
are those of Cheon-sang and Se-hyeon, Buddhist priests in the Goryeo-dynasty. These
have the characteristics of the typical Chinese Baichiken, so we can see the direct
influence of China which distinguishes their styles from that of King Muryeong’s.
Although Taoism prevailed among the society of the Goryeo-dynasty, only two cases
of Baichiken are found. From this fact, we can infer that Taoism in the Goryeo-dynasty

was accepted by the limited class in those days.

Keyword : Epitaph, Baichiken(Maejikwon), King Muryeong, Cheon-sang, Se-hyeon,

Taoism
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