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How Can We Describe Urban Space? :
‘Voeur’, ‘Flaneur’, or What?

Taku SUGANO

After the ‘spatial turn’ in the late 1980s, many spatial theories came out, but, few
monographs or studies (‘new geography of urban space’) were published by applying
these theories. The purpose of this research paper is to determine why ‘new geography
of urban space’ is difficult and to have a view of the theory of ‘new geography of urban
space’ to describe urban space.

I analyzed two ‘new geographies of urban space’, one is Harvey’s and another is
Soja’s. Harvey’s monograph of a city was written by applying the analysis of a capi-
talistic mode of production to a real city from the viewpoint of a ‘macro voeur’ and its
main subject is the influence of capital on the everyday life of people. But this mono-
graph doesn’t have the framework to describe law, institutions, customs, resistances
of people, and so on. Soja’s monograph of cities was written from two viewpoints. One
viewpoint as ‘macro’ is from capital as the drive of the production of a built environ-
ment and another as ‘micro’ is from the experience of the subject. But this monograph
doesn’t have the framework to interrelate ‘macro’ and ‘micro’. From this analysis, we
understood the need of a theory which links the viewpoint from ‘macro voeur’ as capi-
tal and a built environment with the viewpoint from ‘micro flaneur’ as the experience
of the subject.

I think ‘body’ is worthy of remark as the mediation of ‘macro’ and ‘micro’. I ana-
lyzed some theories which link ‘body’ with ‘space’. In Bourdieu’s theory, ‘body’ is the
flesh materialized habitus which interfaces the social world with the actor. In Gibson’s
theory, ‘space’ is identified as the interacting process of ‘environment’ and ‘body’. In
Lefebvre’s theory, we can understand that ‘space’ permeates from ‘body’ and that ‘body’
plays a part of the mediation of ‘production of space’ and ‘organization of time’ by
somatization of ‘rhythm’. From this analysis, I had a view of the theory of new geo-
graphy of urban space by building ‘body’ as the mediation into ‘spatial theory’. The
theory is that ‘space’ was built up through the interacting process of ‘body’ and ‘en-

vironment’.

Keyword : geography of urban space, space, body, production of space, spatial turn



