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PEEOE R (1)

Thoughts of Li Zhuowu (ZH.E) During
His Bureaucratic Life:
A Path for Seclusion

Jie WANG

Li Zhuo wu (ZEELE) in the end of the Ming Dynasty was a unique and eminent thinker
who criticized severely orthodox Confucianism, namely the doctrines of Zhu Zi (&1
%%). Most previous studies on Li Zhuowu focused on the second half of his life, during
the period when he retired from office to the countryside in Hubei province G#dLE)
and continued to express radical anti- Confucian opinions that shocked the world. In
fact Li Zhuowu neither had a strong desire to seclude himself from the world originally,
nor cared for the left-wing thought of the Yangming School (F5H2£)%) and Buddhism,
both of which were apt to despise social obligations. If so, in the second half of his life,
why and how did this kind of Li Zhuowu dramatically change into a heretical thinker?
To answer these questions, firstly we should know the first half of his life, namely his
activities, domestic life and economical situation during his bureaucratic life, and then
find the causes which drove him into seclusion and analyze the process of his thought
changes in full.

Based on the assumption mentioned above, this paper tries to analyze his thought
and his life, and moreover, to evaluate him as a typical intellectual who was against
the decadent climate characterized by secularism and hedonism popularized in the end

of the Ming Dynasty.

Keyword : the end of Ming, urban intellectuals, Li Zhuowu (ZF&i7)

bureaucratic life, seclusion
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