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Lost “Artificial Paradise” in French Literature
at the Turn of the Century:

The Way to Be a “Collector Killer” Found in
Monsieur de Phocas by Jean Lorrain

Masako TSUJI

The representation of ‘interior’, which remarkably appeared in France at the end of
the 19" century, not simply showed the aesthetic trend surrounding interior decoration,
but also clarified the stance taken by artists living in the same period toward urban
culture that was rapidly becoming modern and public. The interior of ‘collectors’ who
collected sophisticated objects to project themselves in was possessed by a dream that it
recreated the world itself, but rejected others who should exhibit them. Such a contra-
diction was revealed and the interior would eventually collapse from within. This paper
considers this ‘interior of collectors’, while focusing on the personal interior of art
lovers, called esthetes and literature in those days regarding interiors.

In Chapter 1, the growing interest in ‘interior’ at the end of the century is placed in
relation to the popularization of the city and the reason why secluded life, supposed to
be the ideal paradise, was portrayed as a setback in the cultural representation at the
end of the century is found in the inconsistencies potentially possessed by interiors.
The extension of paranoia called ‘collection’ and the nature of ‘interior’ culture is dis-
cussed. Chapter 2 looks at lost “Artificial Paradise” at the turn of the century, with
the way to be a “Collector Killer” found in Monsieur de Phocas by Jean Lorrain.

Keyword : interior, collection, the end of the century, artificial paradise, Jean Lorrain



