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Urban vs. rural differences in
attitudes toward foreign cultures

Yuriko MUKAI, Mihoko WATABE, Satoru KANEKO

This study investigated the differences in attitudes toward foreign cultures or
foreigners between urban and rural people from the joint perspectives of subcultural
theory and terror management theory. We hypothesized that urban people have more
positive and fewer negative attitudes toward foreign cultures than rural people due to
where they grew up rather than where they live. In addition, we hypothesized that a
stronger fear of death, which reflects a condition of the function of a cultural anxiety
buffer, is associated with reduced receptive attitudes and increased rejective attitudes
toward foreign people and cultures. Moreover, we hypothesized that the role of
self-esteem may be more important in buffering the negative influence of death
anxiety on attitudes toward foreign cultures among urban people than rural people.
To test these hypotheses, we conducted a survey with 259 urban and 339 rural
residents. All respondents identified the regions in which they were brought up and
completed scales for self-esteem, attitudes toward foreigners and foreign cultures, and
attitudes toward their own deaths. As predicted, we found that people living in urban
areas had fewer negative or avoidant attitudes toward foreigners than those living in
rural areas. Multiple regression analyses further revealed that where they grew up
was more substantially predictive of attitudes toward foreign people and cultures than
where they were living. Consistent with the predictions derived from terror manage-
ment theory, we found that fear of death increased negative attitudes toward foreign-
ers. However, self-esteem influenced attitudes toward foreign cultures and foreigners,
independent of the strength of the fear of death; this effect was particularly
pronounced among urban-bred people. The results suggest that in addition to terror
management theory, we should consider other frameworks that account for the role of
self-esteem in the emergence of urban and rural difference in attitudes toward foreign
cultures.

Keywords : urban vs. rural difference, attitudes toward different cultures, terror
management theory, self-esteem, cultural anxiety buffer

97



