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The theory of disarmament of local newspapers in

the period between wars:

in the case of the Kyoto-Hinode-Shimbun before and
after the Washington conference

Shinpei NAKAJIMA

In this paper I will reexamine the “public opinion” of disarmament by analyzing
features of the theory of disarmament and the report concerning disarmament of the
Kyoto-Hinode-Shimbun ( the Japanese local news paper in Kyoto ) in 1921-22.
Previous works have focused on the theory of disarmament of influential newspapers
such as the Osaka-Asahi-Shimbun and the Jiji-Shinpo. Thus, it is necessary to analyze
the theory of disarmament of various newspapers.

At the beginning of 1921, when influential newspapers in Tokyo and Osaka began to
insist on the theory of disarmament, it was insisted that disarmament was not able to
be achieved in the Kyoto-Hinode-Shimbun. The grounds were distrust of the United
States. Kyoto-Hinode-Shimbun insisted that the expansion of armaments was neces-
sary to maintain, and to protect the rights and interests of Japan in China.

Distrust of the United States was not wiped out even for the informal proposal of
holding the Washington conference. Kyoto-Hinode-Shimbun interpreted the Washing-
ton Conference as a fighting conference on rights in East Asia. Then, about a concrete
proposal of the disarmament of naval forces in the United States in the Washington
Conference, the Kyoto-Hinode-Shimbun interpreted this as a pressure on Japan by the
United States, and evaluated the Washington Conference as a failure.

It was found from the result that the Kyoto-Hinode-Shimbun was not a “newspaper
that stirs up public opinion in support of disarmament” in 1921-22.

Besides, it was found from analysis that the insistence of the Kyoto-Hinode-Shimbun
resembles the insistence of the Kense-kai ( a Japanese political party ) closely. From
now on, based on the aspect of partisanship, analysis of various local newspapers will
be needed to restructure the “public opinion” of disarmament at that time.

Keywords : “public opinion” of disarmament, local news paper, Kyoto-Hinode-Shimbun,
Washington conference, partisanship



