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Discourse on “the young” in French media:

-discourse exclusive about “unrest”

Takeshi CHUJO

Riots in French suburbs have been labeled a major problem in France. While the
English word “suburbs” brings forth connotations of a comfortable life, the word “ban-
lieue” in French does not. Since the 1980s much public discussion has focused on this
topic, and now violence, integration and social exclusion of “youths” have been added
to the discussion. In the autumn of 2005, a number of riots took place in various cities,
and numerous discussions on the incidents ensued. This paper examines these discus-
sions through the use of Critical Discourse Analysis, which examines the relationship
between discourse and its influence on social inequality. For this, the selected
discourses were from two categories: that of the elites (politicians) and that of the
concerned persons (those who complain or denounce the problems of “riots”). To sum
up this analysis, “youths” are considered objects of exclusion (dissocial existence) or
inclusion (discriminated existence). In conclusion, the discourse of the elites, which
exerts power when made public, justifies the violent aspect of “riots”, violent interven-
tion of the police, and exclusion of “youths” by emphasizing their heterogeneity.

Keywords : the suburbs, unrest, media discourse, social exclusion, Critical Discourse
Analysis
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