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Life Spaces of Youth and Their Senses of Security and Fear:
Examining the Narratives of High School Students Living in the
Eastern Part of Hamamatsu Metropolitan Area

Kazuaki SUGIYAMA

This paper explores the relationship between public/private spaces and the
young generation’s sense of places. Specifically, it examines narratives about spaces
of everyday life that are told by high school students who live in the eastern part of
Hamamatsu metropolitan area. It pays critical attention to interpreting their daily
spatial behaviors and its meanings by focusing on their negotiation to urbanity and
rurality, gender relations, conflicts with others, and their senses of security and
insecurity. It illustrates dimensions of their daily resistance in public/private spaces
and shows the effectiveness of qualitative research in geographical studies.

There are three major findings. First, it was observed that research participants
had diverse representations of and conflicts with others within the daily spaces
of everyday life. During the interviews, focus group participants shared the
representation of others as well as their fear and backlash to other groups. While
they had senses of fear against others, particularly male students were observed as
deviant and were under control by the police.

Second, there are critical ambiguities which the meaning of public/private spaces
possesses. We cannot use the dichotomy of public spaces and private spaces. These
spaces have various meanings. Participants are sensitive to the changes of the
meaning of spaces in accordance with differences of time.

Third, it is argued that the meaning of deviant behavior is constructive. The
processes in which the meanings of deviance are comprehended internally became
clear as deviant behaviors were proudly told and described during the focus group.

Keywords : youth, public spaces, private spaces, suburban rural area, geographies
of bodies, focus group interviews
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