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Tasks Facing Novice Teachers in Integrated Learning

Curriculum Development

Makoto HIROSE

Recently, a movement for school-based curriculum development has been
deployed around the country which requires teachers to have the capability to
develop a curriculum. So what exactly is this capability? As the first step of an
investigation into curriculum development competency, this paper attempts to
elucidate the tasks facing novice teachers, as the tasks the teachers face would
indicate the required competency for them to acquire in each situation.

With this objective, the author observed a process of curriculum development,
following a novice teacher for one year. During this period the author attended
and recorded the teacher’s curriculum consultation meetings, as well as conducting
after-class and comprehensive interviews to collect data.

As a result of this exercise, knowledge was gained regarding the problems that
are easily recognized by and attract the interest of newly qualified teachers, the
problems that can be mitigated by the school’s support system, the problems that
are hard for the teachers to see, as well as the implications of these problems.

In future, by using other studies on teachers’ training, especially for those newly
qualified, clarification of the significance of this study as well as a critical review is
required.

Keywords : Novice teacher, Curriculum development, Lesson study, Educational
assessment



