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An Investigation of Turfan Documents of the Northern Liang
Dynasty (4ti5), Concerning Preparation, Preservation, Reuse,
Disposal, and Burial Process.

Rumiko MUROYAMA and Syoko ANAZAWA

Most of the documents excavated from Turfan are document groups that
were used in order to create burial accessories. With these documents, we aim to
investigate how the documents of the Northern Liang Dynasty were prepared,
preserved, reused, disposed of, and buried.

Some of the Turfan Documents of Northern Liang Dynasty were used as
data, and then the backs of the documents were reused before their disposal. As
regarding these reused secondary documents, we performed active and functional
analyses. Consequently, we found out the following things. First, every document
was disposed of within about ten years, unless these documents were used for
important affairs, or connected to personal affairs. Second, the final stage of disposal
was at government offices. Third, the primary and secondary documents shared
many things, such as addresses, government offices making the documents,
business contents, etc. Moreover, each burial ground contained the documents of
the same government office and similar affairs. These facts enabled us to reach the
conclusion that paper materials that were used for the burial accessories had been
mainly from the government offices.

Next, we began to research how each document had been used for the burial
accessories, in those days. And, we classified the documents into two groups
according to their purposes; 1. burial documents, 2. documents that were
reprocessed into the burial accessories, such as paper shoes, paper caps, etc. Then
we examined the document categories and the burial situations. After that, we
discovered the following points. First, those two types of documents were treated
differently, depending on whether they were the burial documents or burial
accessory materials. In addition, people usually used the burial accessory materials
only for cutting, coloring, etc., and in such cases, they used mostly the reprocessed
documents that had been already used and disposed of at the government offices.

In conclusion, considering how Ming qi (burial clay figures of ancient China)
could be produced, it is highly probable that there were some people specializing
in making the burial accessories. Therefore, we should reconsider the existing idea
that the information from the burial documents can be directly connected with the
deceased person and his relatives.

Keywords : Turfan Documents, Northern Liang Dynasty, primary use, secondary
use, preservation and disposal



