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ei ei | weis (weise) el | weis (weiss)
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i | u |Flitt (Flote)
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The Luxembourgish Koine and its Orthography:
About the Creation of the Common Language
in the City and its Spread

Norikazu TAHARA

In this paper I will thoroughly analyse the development of the Luxembourgish
common language, “koine”, as well as discuss its orthography. By this means I
will explain the viewpoints of the intellectuals who played an active role from the
19th to the first half of the 20th century in Luxembourg and I will look for reasons
which can explain the development of “koine”.

The term “koine” originates from the common Greek language about the 4th
century before Christ; today it is part of a hyperregional common language which
is derived from a regional dialect. In Luxembourg, the discussion about “koine”
began in the 20th century, but “koine” was already spoken in the 19th century by
Luxembourgers. It is based on a capital dialect and was a colloquial language in the
society, precisely a ‘reserve language” allowing people from other regions to hide
the original accent of their own dialects.

When the first collection of poems was published in Luxembourgish in 1829,
Meyer chose the capital dialect as the written language. After that many poems
and literature have been written in Luxembourgish and the first orthography of
Luxembourgish was published by Meyer in 1854. But his experiment was severely
criticised. Dicks also published a new orthography in 1855 and in its simplified form
it spread all over the country. Their point at issue was not about the choice of the
dialect for their orthography but about how they described the capital dialect.

The orthography of Meyer and Dicks did the literation of “koine” as a spoken
language. Their orthography made non-visual things visual and that was the
reason for “koine’s” development. Through their discussion and activities about
Luxembourgish “koine” it would spread as a written language throughout
Luxembourg.

Keywords : koine, Luxembourgish, orthography, reserve language, capital dialect
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