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The Development of Constitutionalism Theory and Liberal Ideas
by Sasaki-Souichi, at Around The First World War Periods

Fumihiko 1ZAKI

Sasaki-Souichi is a well-known scholar of the constitution and administrative
law, and a person who established the liberal interpretation in The Constitution of
The Great Empire of Japan. But developments of Sasaki’s liberal ideas have not
almost examined until now. In this paper, I will try to understand historically the
development of constitutionalism theory and liberal ideas by Sasaki, at around The
First World War periods.

Sasaki studied the law philosophy of the Neo-Kantism group at the beginning of
the Taisho period, and “discovered society”. He approached methods of law which
thought historically changing “demands of society” or “value judgments of society”
of importance, and changed ideas of law.

At the same time, Sasaki objected to opinions criticizing a government by
political parties, tried to make compatible a restriction of the monarch’s power
with a responsible government by political parties, and to defend the constitutional
government which attached importance to “benefit of the people”. But he was only
at a stage of “ideas of the political liberty” that demanded the individual’s liberty
and the guarantee of individual’s rights for our government.

Sasaki came to have a close relationship with the labor movement by chance
from The Rice Disturbance (Kome-Sodo), and deepened understanding from “ideas
of the political liberty” to “ideas of the social liberty” in that our government
adjusts interests between individuals by social policies and guarantees a stability of
social relationships. In consequence, he came to understand about social problems
surrounding the poor working class living in the city as problems of respect for
civic fundamental human rights, and to appeal for the necessity of social policy
by our government. But liberty as thought by Sasaki is on the assumption of a
government, and never understands logically itself as a presence that transcended
government. This is Sasaki’s limitation.

Keywords : Sasaki-Souichi, constitutionalism, labor movement,
The Rice Disturbance (Kome-Sodo), social liberty
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