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The Formation and Development of the Medieval City of Yamada:

On its Spatial Structure and Demographic Composition

Mark SCHNEIDER

Yamada, the temple town of the Ise Jingl's Outer Shrine (gek#), has been the fo-
cus of much interest as a so-called self-governing city in urban historical research
of the postwar period. In the 1980’s, the shrine’s pilgrim guides (onshz), which in the
later medieval times formed and monopolized the city’s self-governing body, and
the pilgrim guides’ activities and way of life have especially been in the focus of re-
search. In the 1990’s, research has been expanded to encompass historical geo-
graphical aspects and the study of medieval manors. But, although the manner of
approach has diversified, there is still a tendency to focus research on the city’s
self-governing body of late medieval and early modern times, the so-called Yamada-
sanpo.

This paper takes a different approach and centers on the early medieval spatial
structure of the area in front of the shrine gates, the so-called monzen. This area
was supposed later to form the city compounds. The author hopes to clarify how
the development of the local self-governing body and the spatial structure of the
monzen area, which formed its geographical background, influenced each other.
This can also shed some light on several aspects concerning the formation process
of the Yamada- sanpd, which have not been discussed up until now.

At the beginning there is a description of the settlement in its initial stages: the
place and dimensions of “Yamada village” are defined. The village developed in
front of the main entrance to the shrine area, the so-called Ichi-no-torii, and grew
within the confines of the natural borders formed by the three rivers named Kiyo-
gawa, Seta-gawa and Toyo-gawa. It is shown that from the beginning of the 12th
century at the latest three other settlements developed in the same area. After
having determined their respective positions in the area which formed later on the
city compounds, their demographic compositions are examined. Yamada developed
around the core of middle-to-low level members of the shrine’s land administration
and cult organization. From early on, merchants, peasants and other commoners
also settled in the area. On the other hand, members of branch families of the local
ruling class, that is, high level members of the land administration and cult organi-
zation, built manor houses in the three villages of the periphery. Through this anal-
ysis, the first stage of the integration process of those settlements might be ex-
plained.

Keywords : Ise Shrine, Yamada, Yamada-sanp6, Temple Town, Spatial Structure
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