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ANIVE— 40 ]
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*54 ‘ B 2 1 only
F—ZrUT ‘ ‘ 47F ‘ ] -
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DN | ' | | : ‘ and nationality
RILRH I ‘ I ‘ 48 ‘ ]
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TANT R | ' | | ' and european
Tv=7 ‘ I ‘ 427 ‘ |
AN 537 [J % Nationality
X7 | ' | — | ] only
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. \ \ cqn
X ,-7 T—F> ‘ | ‘ oL xo) ‘ ]
£FZ ‘ ‘ 643 ‘ ]
154 B3 ‘ — 406 ‘ |
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%4 K I Fk F I Fk I Fk #
Vo TN 20 10 13 16 14 14 20 15 18 15,55556
A 50T 6 5 3 3 4 3 3 4 3 3777778
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TANT VK 3 2 2 2 3 2 3 1 3 2,333333
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Considerations on the Multilingual Society in Luxembourg:
As an Example for a “Mother Tongue Plus Two Foreign

Languages” Language Policy in the European Union

Saori KIDO

From a sociolinguistic point of view, I consider multilingualism and actualities in
multilingual society, using Luxembourg as an example, which aims to solve prob-
lems in a multilingual society.

The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg is one of the multilingual societies where they
use three official languages, namely Luxembourgian, French and German, and these
languages are coexistent. This triglossie was formed under the influence of histori-
cal progress and matters in a small country, and now it supports the identity of the
people of Luxembourg. Especially, it is characteristic of Luxembourg that on the
one hand people endeavor to have their mother tongue prevail, Luxembourgian,
and on the other hand they make much of the learning of two foreign languages.
Therefore two factors are in conflict in Luxembourg, that is, “the cosmopolitan
sense” based on high ability in foreign languages and “the return to the mother
tongue” on an attachment to the mother tongue. In addition, the community in
Luxembourg is confronted with a problem, namely an increase in foreigners. In
general, if the number of foreigners increases, people become more nationalistic
and expel the existing foreigners from the community, or foreign languages become
more important and upset the balance of the three existing languages. But in Lux-
embourg, these three languages can coexist, because they adapt their function flex-
ibly to social shifts or needs. It is because the existence of people’s mother tongue
confirms their identity, and so ability in foreign languages enables them to behave
internationally. Moreover, such circumstance is raising even a European conscious-
ness by degrees, which is over the sense of nationality. For example, in public opin-
ion polls by the European Union’s “Eurobarometer”, the identity of Luxembourgers
with Europe is much higher than for other countries. That is, a multilingual situa-
tion can make an original identity.

Thus in Luxembourg several languages coexist complexly, the mother tongue
and the foreign languages complement each other. After all, nothing but a well-bal-
anced triglossie forms the identity of a Luxembourger. It is the practice of “mother
tongue plus two foreign languages”, which the European Union advocates, namely
the coexistence of the mother tongue and foreign languages in a person or in a So-
ciety. This is valid not only for Europe but also for every society all over the world,
in which several cultures will be in contact in the future.

Keywords : European Union (EU), linguistic policy, triglossie, multilingualism,
identity





