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The Structure of Cho Neighborhoods and Urban Society

in Yanai-tsu During the Early Modern Period

Kenji HISAZUMI

The aim of this paper is to explain the social structure in Yanai-tsu during the
early modern period, analyzing from two aspects; the historical process whereby
Yanai-tsu's Odana merchant household, the Oda house, expanded its ownership of
property in the town, and the structure of each cho neighborhood in Yanai-tsu in
the 19" century. As a result of this analysis, the urban structure in Yanai-tsu in the
19" century was summed up as follows;

(1) Main streets and peripheral areas

In each of the cho neighborhoods that lined the main streets there were a
number of Odana merchant households in addition to the original householders and
renters. When compared to the peripheral areas, these districts had from medieval
times always formed the heart of Yanai-tsu. Odana merchants of the main street
existed as the social authorities that organized and integrated the society. Signifi-
cant differences also existed between the various outlying areas of the town. Cer-
tainly the most distinctive of the peripheral areas were the four neighborhoods re-
ferred to collectively as the Ura-machi. Almost all of the houses in the Ura-machi
were owned by Odana merchants, with very high concentrations of people
crammed into a small area of land. The residents of this part were members of the
urban lower class whose presence was the result of growing class stratification.

(2) The Shinichi district

The Shinichi neighborhood developed in a manner that was different from the
central districts and the peripheries. Odana merchants from the central districts
did not succeed in buying up property there, and as a result independent house-
holders continued to make up the bulk of the population. Unlike the central dis-
tricts, moreover, rental properties started being established at the rear of the main
houses in the Shinichi neighborhood.

In the 19™ century, two distinct societies that differed notably in character un-
folded in Yanai-tsu. One was the society that formed around the powerful mer-
chants in the central districts. The other was the society that formed around the
townspeople of the Shinichi district. The two distinct parts of the town did not ex-
ist in isolation from each other, however. It can be confirmed that people moved
backwards and forwards between the rental properties in Shinichi and those in the
Ura-machi, and it seems certain that they were both inhabited by similar types of
people from the lower classes of urban society. As a result of their movements and
interaction, the two different parts of the town were linked and three-dimensionally
composed the whole of urban society in Yanai-tsu.

Keywords : social structure, Odana, social authorities, urban society, Yanai-tsu

17





