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The Cities and the Water in the Late
Medieval Castile: Las ciudades y el agua en
la Castilla bajomedieval

Maria Isabel de Va Varpivinso
(translated by Shima OHARrA and Motoki MURAKAMI)

In Castile of the Late Middle Ages, towns played an outstanding role. Not only
did they contribute to the development of royal authority, but also they ruled
local societies as the protectors of common welfare. And there water took an
important part. Although it could be a serious danger, causing flood or pollution,
it was also indispensable for daily consumption, and for hydraulic facilities. This
is why it was recessaiy for water to be controlled publicly and it reinforced the
town council (concejo) in a political power, and obliged it to be a good government.

Keywords : Late Middle Ages, Town, Water, Common Welfare(bien commiin),
Town Council (concejo)
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