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The Position of Tachiyaku and
Jitsuaku on Kamigata-Kabuki:
the Core of Nakayama-Shinkuro the first

Nao YOTsSuMOTO

In Kamigata-Kabuki in the middle of the Edo period, above all from the
Horeki to the Meiwa, the actors who played the villain were popular among the
audience. As the first case with Nakamura-Utaemon the first, many villainous
actors were rising. There was the establishment of Muhonnin-geki as its back
ground. Namiki Shoza the first, who was a Kyougen writer, was setting the role
of a villainous criminal and created many climaxes in his family-trouble play.
Presently, the role of Jitsuaku in Shoza’s work was not remain the rebel that took
over the house by the vice feudatory, but grew to a rebel to defeat the country.
Enter the Meiwa, the works that Jitsuaku as hero performed. The definition of
hero who is Tachiyaku in Kamigata-Kabuki was changed.

On the other side, at the Horeki that Jitsuaku noticed, actors who also play
as Tachiyaku had changed their position with the current. I had the assumption
that they had established their new position as a new Tachiyaku. So, how was
Tachiyaku and Jitsuaku established in their remodelled position from the
traditional form?

For consideration of this point, I aimed at the movement of Kamigata-Kabuki’s
actors, with the core of Nakayama Shinkuro the first.

Tachiyaku and Jitsuaku in the Genroku period blossomed as a show-biz play.
Presently into the Kyoto period, Jitsuaku’s power stagnated. On the other hand,
a Tachiyaku, Otokodate-gei that was established by Anekawa Shinshiro the first,
was visiting. Otokodate-gei was succeed by Nakayama Shinkuro the first, and
was covered with the core of Kamigata-Kabuki. In this text, I declared that this
laid the foundation of Muhonnin-geki in the Horeki period, In the course of time,
it connected with the success of Jitsuaku style in Namiki Shoza’s work.

Keywords : Tachiyaku, Jitsuaku, Namiki Shoza, Muhonnin-geki,
Nakayama Shinkuro the first
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