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The Representation of Seoul in Movies:
The Case of Korean Cinema after 1996

Insil YANG

The megalopolis of Seoul has been a central element in many movies. However,
Korean movies did not create a peculiar urban image of Seoul before 1996. From
that year Korean cinema finally could imagine a peculiar image of Seoul, which
reflected the modern history of Korea.

In this research, Korean cinema from 1996 is divided in two streams that have
promoted it. These are the “Korean new wave” and the Korean-type blockbuster
movies. Then, the image of Seoul presented in these streamsis.is analyzed
This paper, first presents the history and present situation of Seoul, and later
discusses the image of this city, considering some movies as examples.

The image of Seoul, represented by movies made around 1996, showed
Seoul with the crookedness of the development reached during the period of
dictatorship, and as a depoliticized space. These movies created an image of
Seoul as a space that excludes women, the surrounding cities and their people.

From 1998, the Korean-type blockbuster movies show a different image
of Seoul, in which this city is represented as a multinational city and as
a city without nationality. Since the economic crisis of 1997 Seoul has
been transformed, under the influence of globalization, to a transnational/
multinational city. In these movies, the place of Seoul is established by
representing North Korea and North Koreans, women, people who come from
other regions, and surrounding cities, as the “others”. This paper considers how
the movies representing Seoul, which is a city that looks like it does not have a
nationality, are removing the transnational/international image of Seoul, and
changing it to a national image.

Keywords : Korean cinema, Korean new wave, others, Seoul, trans/national,

inter/national
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