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Shaoxing Shiye: Those who had Abandoned
Ascending Promotional Ladder

Hisakazu YAMAGUCHI

The Ladder of Success in Imperial China by Prof. Ho Piti is a brilliant study
that has analyzed social movements and ideological changes of intellectuals,
which the imperial examination had brought about, through sociological
approaches. Firstly, this paper focuses on a local group of intellectuals called
Shaoxing Shiye and then gives accounts of actual societal experience, ideological
belief and the worldview of these local intellectuals living under the imperial
examination system. Namely this paper intends to be a kind of footnote to Prof.
Ho’s study.

Shaoxing district of Zhejiang was known as a prominent locality that had
produced many brain trusts successively. Generally, almost of them had failed
in the imperial examination and by necessity of life assumed the office of brain
trusts. They helped governors who were high government officials, or local
governors, as a lawyer or economist or writer of public documents and as other
specialists. Governors called them as “Master” (Shiye) and showed respect
for them. In reality they were not government bureaucrats, but were simple
employees. As Confucian intellectuals they had suffered from their social
status and for this reason they were dedicated to the exercising of their office.
If we want to understand the society and intellectuals in premodern China,
especially in the 18th and 19th centuries, we should pay more attention to those
intellectuals. Because Chinese society in the premodern era had be propped up
by those disappointed intellectuals.

Mainly this paper uses materials which Zhang, Xuecheng, an eminent
historian in the Qianlong era wrote as satirical articles,and analyzes the
inflected consciousness of those intellectuals and the professional ethics which
come from their peculiar consciousness.

Keywords : Brain trusts, Shaoxing, Intellectuals, Imperial examination,
Master (Shiye)
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