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Can Landscape Studies in Geography be available
as Social Critics?:
The 1930’s Days of Taro TSUJIMURA, Kenji ISHIHARA and
Mantaro KIDO, who took Interdisciplinary Approaches

Hitoshi NISHIBE

On this paper, I focus on the thoughts of three scholars who wrote as creative
social critics with the help of landscape studies in geography. A geographer, Taro
TsuJsiMURA, valued the harmony of a cluster of buildings and the relationship
of economic functions in terms of plant ecology. A planner, Kenji ISHIHARA, who
relied on his holistic Christian thought, tried to design a cluster of natural
objects and artifacts in the regional landscape which promised holistic harmony
in evolution theory. An educational psychologist, Mantaro Kipo, valued the
concrete domain of everyday life as the critical factor deciding the development
of the national culture through a critique of the ethno-psychology proposed by
Wundt. Therefore, he persuaded the reform the children’s educational domains,
that had been filled with conflict by different landscape representations from
appositive viewpoints.

In 1930’s Japan, various types of landscape studies were presented from
different disciplines and perspectives. Behind the fact, new visual mechanical
devices had been found to be innovated, and then, the citizens had mastered
a visual thinking which could decode a lot of information in images. In such a
situation, applying landscape studies in geography, all three scholars related the
targets of criticism with wholeness ecologically, and with the past and the future
evolutionarily. Then, they tried to criticize the relationships in terms of harmony.
If the advantage of landscape studies is found in the ordering of a lot of events,
how available landscape studies in geography can be as social critics will depend
on the theoretical establishments of relational analysis in the complicated events

in contemporary society.

Keywords : landscape study, geography, social critics, visual thinking,
1930’s Japan



