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Self-esteem and Acceptance of Foreigners:

From the Surveys in Japan, Korea, and Taiwan

Yuriko MUKAI

From the viewpoint of terror management theory (TMT), this study
investigated the relationship between self-esteem and attitudes toward
foreigners. The surveys were conducted in Japan (Osaka), Taiwan (Banciao),
and Korea (Inchon) to confirm the generality of findings across cultures. It
is predicted that people with low self-esteem express less receptive attitudes
toward foreigners than those with high self-esteem, because according to TMT,
the cultural anxiety buffer is less adequate for people with low self-esteem. To
assess attitudes toward foreigners, three measures were employed: acceptance
of the number of foreigners increasing in their own country (AF); feelings of
resistance toward foreigners living in their own neighborhood (RN); and feelings
about one’s own child marrying a foreigner (RM). The results revealed that in
Japan and Taiwan, people with low self-esteem exhibited weaker AF but stronger
RN and RM. In Korea, people with low self-esteem expressed stronger RM than
those with high self-esteem, but the difference between people with low and high
self-esteem regarding AF and RN was not significant. The results, in principle,
support our self-esteem hypothesis derived from TMT that high self-esteem
serves as a cultural anxiety buffer against threats of the inflow of foreigners.

Keywords : self-esteem, acceptance of foreigners, terror management theory,

cultural anxiety buffer, settled foreigners
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