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International Trade Network
Surrounding the Ancient City of Naniwa

Towao SAKAEHARA

In this paper, I aim to review ancient Naniwa and Port Naniwa, as their
economic activities flourished, from the international point of view, keeping
international trade and political exchanges in mind. For that purpose, I will
focus on the theory of port city and port polity, and Trade Network theory which
have developed from the studies on the history of Southeast and South Asia.

Before the 7th century, only segmental navigation and trades existed in the
South China Sea, Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea. A few port cities connected
those sea regions with each other. From the end of the 7th century to the
beginning of the 8th century, however, those sea regions came to form one
general sea region, the so-called Indian Ocean Region, through the activities of
Arabian and Indian merchants. On the other hand, the segmental structures in
the East Asia Sea Region also coexisted until the 8th or 9th centuries. Chinese,
Silla and Bohai merchants traded separately in different sea regions from each
other. Silla merchants who came to Japan in the 8th century did not trade
directly with Arabian and Indian merchants, but Chinese merchants, based
in the port cities of the southern Chinese coastal areas, stood between Silla
merchants and Arabian and Indian merchants.

On the waters near Japan in ancient times, segmental structures of trafficking
and trade regions were formed. They were connected with each other by port
cities and markets. Naniwa was the port city which connected the central
trade zone to the Inland Sea trade zone. Because Naniwa was geographically
located at the east end of the Inland Sea, the city extended its tie to the northern
Kyushu trade zone, the Yellow Sea and East China Sea. The political regimes
in Japanese history controlled these two trade zones and communication with
other countries by ruling Naniwa and Naniwa Port. The central authority felt
the need to have a tight reign over Naniwa and Naniwa Port by controlling the
information-flow of, cultures and international trades, to secure its prestige.

Keywords : Naniwa, port city, trade zone, East Asia Sea Region, Silla
merchant
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