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The Strategy of Public Art :
a Case Study of Sound Art

Shin NAKAGAWA

Public art in the second half of the 20™ century has very much changed its
style. This is closely linked to the changing process of public space, namely from
a symbolical and political space to a space of multi-layered meanings which
does not have an evident center or core. As a result, public art changed from
being monumental to ordinary, or extremely quiet. In this paper, the technique
and mode of perception of sound arts are investigated by referring to the
works of Max Neuhaus, Rolf Julius, Akio Suzuki and other artists as samples.
They commonly use subtle sounds, which function as a trigger for listeners
to encounter surrounding sounds which are much bigger than the trigger.
Listeners can relate to the whole environment in an unusual way. They do not
hear the acoustical meaning but feel the acoustical surface. With this method,
these artists' works can be considered as at the forefront of contemporary public
art.

Keywords : public art, sound art, public space, listening, surface
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