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Irie Taikichi and the Age of KOGEISHA in Prewar Osaka-
Japan 1925-1938:

Focusing on Related Materials of UEDA CAMERA Co.,
and a Few Newly Discovered Historical Sources

Naoto OGawA

This paper examines the practices of A Photographer Of Yamatoji, Irie Taikichi,
in pre-WWII Osaka, which have been little known to date. More specifically,
the paper explores Irie’s practices in the “Ueda Camera Co.,” as well as newly
discovered historical-materials, one of which was collected by the 21st Century
COE Project of the Department of Literature at Osaka City University, and the
other by the author. The paper examines three periods of Irie’s life: his training
at the Ueda Camera Co., the opening of KOGEISHA (photographic materials
shop); and an amateur photography club called KOGEI CLUB.

The paper reveals certain discrepancies between Irie’s autobiography and the
materials from his training period at the Ueda Camera Co., and that there may
have been inaccuracies in previous works. These materials have also revealed
new details about his work conditions at the time. They have shed light on the
relationship between his film production and his joining the union of the Osaka
photography materials shops, which allows us understand for the first time his
role as a “photography materials dealer.” The paper explores the situation of the
monthly meetings at the KOGEI CLUB as well as the rather pictorialistic titles
of Irie’s earlier works (which had been lost during the war). This paper further
demonstrates the ways in which Irie participated in other clubs that shared
forms of his expression and suggests that his work was recognized in certain
photographers’ circles. The paper also points to not only the years (which had
been known before) but the specific months in which KOGEISHA and KOGEI
CLUB were established.

Keywords : Ueda Camera Co., Irie Taikichi, KOGEISHA, KOGEI CLUB, Union
of the Osaka photography materials shops
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