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Cultural Policy: the Heaven Artist Program in Tokyo
Metropolitan Government and Modern Urban Space

Susumu YAMAGUCHI

In this study, I will analyze the Heaven Artist program which is taken up in
the cultural policy of in Tokyo Metropolitan Government. Mainly I will clarify
the management activities of Tokyo Metropolitan Government. My analysis is
based on my interview with the Tokyo Metropolitan Government and a variety of
documents, such as Metropolitan-Assembly records.

At first, this program was created for the Tokyo Metropolitan Government to
support young artists’ activities. Later however, it was also used to give a boost
to local regions, commercial promotion and tourism by Tokyo Metropolitan
Government. Further, this program appeals to foreign countries as a way of
attracting more customers.

On the other hand, Heaven Artist activities are regulated by strict rules.
The Tokyo Metropolitan Government decides all the rules without setting up
a dialogue with the Heaven Artists. They decide all the rules in interoffice
meetings.

Keywords : cultural policy, Heaven Artist program, young people, modern urban
space, Tokyo Metropolitan Government



