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Contingent Employment and Homelessness

Yuji OOKURA

This paper aims to clarify the social structure that forces laborers to become
homeless.

I argue that technological innovation and rationalization of management are
the major factors to cause homelessness. They will gradually and relatively
shrink the demand for the “traditional” kind of laborers as follows; (1)
machines will take the place of manpower and then simplify production labor;
(2) technical innovation will change skilled laborers to semi-skilled ones, while
rationalization will change semi-skilled laborers to multi-skilled ones, and
therefore will decrease the number of “traditional”/unskilled kinds of laborers;
and (3) at a time of economic recession, the industrial capitalists will accelerate
the cutback of excess labor force.

While the demand for the “traditional” kind of laborers is decreasing, their
working conditions will accordingly become unstable, with lower wages. They
are forced to change jobs and have no other way but to engage in unskilled
jobs. However and again, they cannot escape from the technical innovation and
rationalization of industry, therefore at a time of depression they are more likely
to become homeless or the dependents of the nation’s social security system.

It will be safe to recognize the reasons for the rapid increase of homeless
people in the 1990’s as technical innovation and economic recession, which
entailed rationalization in the construction industry where the majority of the
daily-employed laborers in “yoseba” (day-labor market in Japan) are engaged.

Therefore, due to industrial innovation and rationalization of management,
the “traditional” kinds of laborers have been forced to be impoverished.
Therefore they will find no other way but to become homeless.

Keywords : homeless, contingent employment, technological innovation,
poverty, welfare



