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The Spatial Structure of the German Medieval Port Cities:

The Possibility of Comparison
with the Japanese Medieval City

Hiroshi NIKI

Comparative study of the history of medieval cities in Japan and Europe
stagnated after the 1970's. So, comparing the history of medieval cities, I will
examine the port cities of German medieval times from the point of view of
spatial structure, which has been very much examined recently in Japanese
medieval history.

Most of medieval port cities, on the water side of their location, rose and
developed under the influence of a slight difference in height and a change of
natural geographical features. In the central period of medieval times, the road
which moved from a harbor at its starting point became the main street of the
city, and caused the flow of goods to break through the city wall. When it comes
to modern times, the maintenance of the harbor and the establishment of
defense were set up. I mention the method of comparison of port cities in
German and Japanese medieval times.

Keywords : comparative city history, port city, Japan and Germany, space,

medieval times

126



