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Building a Multi-ethnic Community and its Social

Security: The Case of Ethnic Koreans in Japan

Yuko NIKAIDO

This paper discusses the possibility of building a multi-ethnic community in
Japan. It is a part of the consequences of the rapid increase of the foreign
population in local communities since the mid-1980s. Cooperation between
local people and migrants is essential in an aging society, and this paper
stresses the necessity of removing the “nationality barrier” to Japan’s social
security system.

Ethnic Koreans in Japan will be a pilot example of migrants in the country.
First, the paper points out the problems in the social security system, focusing
on livelihood assistance as well as the national pension system. The
discrepancy in the national system will be supplemented by the life history of
an ethnic Korean who lives in Ikuno ward, Osaka City. Ikuno ward has a
high concentration of Korean population: the nature of population structure let
it to develop community-based social welfare activities since the 1970s. The
example of a Korean handicapped man and his struggle to gain social security,
with the help of both Korean and Japanese citizens, tells us how the social
security system will help both parties work together for the benefit of people in
need.

Keywords : multi-ethnic community, social security, ethnic Koreans in Japan,

Ikuno Ward in Osaka, community-based social welfare
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