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Oaths at Assemblies in Languedoc in the Middle Ages

Nobutada ZUSHI

In 1271, the county of Toulouse was incorporated into the French royal
domain. In this paper, I try to consider the relationships built between the
French monarchy and the regional powers. By examining the record of
Saisimentum Comitatus Tholosani in detail and focusing on the important role
played by the documents in medieval southern France, I would like to show
how the oaths to King Philip III were sworn by the locals.

On the occasion of the incorporation, the king's official ordered that all the
regional powers should be obedient to the king and his officials, and that they
should swear fealty to those officials acting for the king, as required. In regard
to this request, the regional powers desired to retain their privileges, and
wanted to put their reservation in writing. The officials accepted those terms
and inserted the words prescribing it into the documents. According to this
format, the locals swore fealty to the king's official. In the context of the deed
and the word, the oaths formed a new relationship between the sovereign and
his subjects.

Keywords : oaths, assemblies, statutes, documents, state-building



